A study was conducted of passengers and crew members of three flights that had carried one or more persons known to have severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS). The purpose of the study was to attempt to quantify the risk of transmission during various phases of illness.

Passenger rosters and seat assignments were obtained from three flights that were found to have laboratory-confirmed cases of SARS. Passengers and crew members were interviewed using a standardized questionnaire and if SARS was suspected in a contact, that person was sent to a hospital for a chest radiograph and reverse-transcriptase polymerase-chain-reaction (RT-PCR) assays. A total of 304 of 681 passengers were interviewed. Of that total, 16 had laboratory-confirmed SARS; 6 patients had illness that met the World Health Organization\'s definition of probable SARS and 1 patient had a case of suspected SARS. The authors believe the passengers and crew could have been infected while on board the aircraft as the infected passengers tended to be clustered in the few rows directly in front of or behind the ill passenger. The authors note that there are other possible explanations for the patients to contract SARS besides sharing the same aircraft and conclude that the risk of transmission of SARS on an aircraft is low.
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